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comics is but a stage through which they pass. At all events
children read them for pleasure, for escape from the pressures
of their daily routines, and for emotional release.
To reiterate, the child is an integral part of the community
in which he lives. Possibly the greatest value in the comics
lies in their timeliness, because through them the child can
begin to develop attitudes, ideas, and ideals about the world.
In some adventure stories themes are found such as "race
prejudice, social injustice, and labor problems, good neighbor
relations in stories of the Latin Americas, and an understand-
ing and appreciation of underground movements in occupied
Europe."6
Teachers, parents, and others working with children should
read the comics enough to know their content. Above all
they should not emphasize their non-educational aspects, but
in objective conversation help the children appraise the draw-
ings, language, advertising which accompanies them, and
other characteristics. Adults might enjoy some of the humor
they have or be tolerant of the child's developing power to
do so. The children enjoy collecting comic strips which bear
on something they are studying. Cartoons or strips on family
life have led to good group discussions. If the emphasis on
reading the comics becomes too great, those who are leading
children might find a substitute as they answer the following
questions: Have I sought to know the interests of each child?
Have we gathered into the school room or the home-living
room a shelf of books which are rich in the elements of sur-
prise, action, adventure, and excitement suited to the matu-
rity of the children? Have we provided enough creative activi-
ties which compete with the comics by turning the child's in-
terest into such channels as* drawing or making oomic strips,
modeling, or dramatics?
If given opportunity, children will be surprisingly keen
critics of their reading materials.
«Josette Frank and Mrs. Hugh Grant Stems, "Looking at the Comics,"
Child Study, 20:4:112, 1943.

